Appendix A

Naturalistic Observations: DIET, Gurgaon

      Visit 1: June 20, 2012

         The atmosphere was lively. As I went in, I was offered water by a student. I observed three other girls were also serving water to almost everyone around. There were four boys, standing next to a bike, and few boys in the garden chit-chatting. There was a buzz around the water-cooler. That seemed like a girls’ place! I found out from a first year girl who was serving water that students are divided into three sadans  (Houses): Nehru, Subhash and Gandhi, and every month, there is one house on duty and students of that house take care of the campus. I asked her, how often she has to miss classes for serving water. She said once a month. Fair enough! I liked the system. Further, I went to the water cooler, and impelled a conversation. Girls were cheerful. They told me that there are 275 students pursuing D. Ed. in the college, talked about semesterization, and that they’d like to be teachers in future. 

         On conversing with the boys: Jai, Somvir, and Nimish, who were bunking the class on the pretext of photostats requested by the teacher, I figured out the functioning of the DIET, the quality of teaching in their perception, the future prospects of D.Ed., and their reasons for choosing to make a career in primary education. 

Nimish was having severe headache. A girl brought him Glucon D. I advised him to go to the medical room, which he told didn’t exist. And the following conversation followed:

Nimish: It’s like one of the students on duty takes care of the First Aid.  

I: In that case, It is sunny here. You must go inside. 

NImish: It is hot inside. 

I: Aren’t there fans?

Nimish: In some rooms there are, in some there aren’t working.

I: SCERT Building is getting renovated, you must ask your Principal to get the fans repaired as well.

Jai:  Government ke kaam toh dheele hi hote hain

Somvir: Aur kuch bache shaitaan bhi toh hote hain! 

*Everybody laughs*

         Students have to study same ten subjects throughout the different semesters.
 Redefining the same topics of the subject every semester makes them bored, and so do the month long exams! Teaching is just fine in their perception, and Hindi teacher and the Principal are bahot ache. There are more female teachers than male. They have had field visits to primary schools where they enjoyed the mid-day meals with the kids, and prepared personality reports of the kids. Saturdays are half-days, and students play sports. 

          Jai chose to do D Ed, forgoing B Com at MDU for his parents wanted  him to because abundance of job opportunities, where as Somvir completed his graduation as well as B Ed., had cleared CTET and NET and still chose to do a diploma in education due to the same reason. Somvir further said, “Education mein Base strong banana zaroori hota hai; kya faayeda badhe bachoan ko padha kar do dhang ke hi na ho” Nimish had put his head down by then. 

         They were proud to have gotten through DIET, Gurgaon on merit basis, with cut off being 80%. The DIET, Gurgaon Campus is surrounded by the SCERT, Haryana Office, a court, a primary school, District Commissioner’s Place, and these boys loved their central location. 

         I thanked them for spending time and sharing with me about their life and experiences, and went to the water cooler. 

         My eyes landed on a teacher talking to a fellow student with a kadhaai in her hand in a tone of ‘elucidation’. She then headed towards the guy washing utensils outside the Boys’ washroom. I started to approach the teacher, but before I could talk to her, she had left. 

         I turned back. There was a swarm of girls, giggling around the water cooler. 

Visit 2: June 26, 2012

         With prior permission of the Director, SCERT and Principal, DIET, I arrived in before time for the administration of the test. The students were in coaching classes for TET. Psychology Teacher who was to guide me through the conduction was on leave. In his absence of a Hindi Lecturer took the charge. He inspected the test booklets, confirmed from the Principal as well as the fellow teacher-in-charge. I was enthralled by the hospitality shown by Sir. He asked a student to offer me Badarinaathka ka prasad, made me sit comfortably on the aforementioned Psychology teacher’s chair in the staff room. While he was busy in a meeting with an M. Ed. teacher aspirant, I was arranging the test booklets in bundles of 30. As the two girls returned from the distribution of the Prasad, he ordered them to call two second year classes and one first year class in the ground, and asked one of them to go through the test booklets. I was taken aback. I inquired if she was in one of the classes on which the study was to be conducted. She, as expected, said, “Yes.” I smiled and requested her not to go through, in that case! She withdrew. Students were called upon in the ground. Test Booklets were distributed. Mike was arranged. 

         Rapport Formation: After everyone was seated, a general interaction with the students was ensued. The subjects were made to feel at ease through light conversations. Doubts and apprehensions were responded to and the students were provided security about the confidentiality of information.  It was clarified that no prior preparation is required. For the weather was hot and windy, water was served at all times. The students were cautioned against cheating, and it was told to them that honesty will reap the most successful results. 

Administration:  The aim of the study is to assess the teaching aptitude of the pupil teachers at DIET, Gurgaon. Post Rapport Formation, and instructions delivery, Reusable Booklet of Teaching Aptitude Test Battery was reproduced in front of the students. According to the manual, the approximate administration time is ninety minutes. The students took around 75 to 120 minutes to complete 120 items. The students were observed to be engaged thoroughly in the test. Hardly anyone seemed to be fidgety or uninterested. Post the completion, the response sheets were collected back and the introspective report was requested. 
Difficulties Faced: 
1. The proctor distributed english version of TATB Booklets to twenty-five students who were not very comfortable in English. 

Solution: This problem was solved by allowing students to share the booklets with the ones who had the booklets in Hindi. 

2. Some students, even though were repeatedly told not to write anything on the booklet and despite providing them with a rough page for calculations, solved on the booklets with pens.

Solution: Whitener had to be used on each one of them later. 

3. Most students were expecting to keep the booklets with themselves. They thought they at least deserved a booklet in return of one and a half hour of concentration. 

Solution: One of the booklets was provided to the Teacher.

The students of the DIET, Gurgaon returned the answer sheets along with the booklets. Each one of them was individually thanked for their time and sincerity. 

� Methods of teaching Hindi, Methods of teaching English, Methods of teaching Mathematics, Social Science (EVS I), Science (EVS II), Physical Education (Games), Art Education Education Philosophy – Education in Emerging India, Education Psychology, Teacher Function (Role of teachers in primary education)








